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lTHE world’s longest and widest
continuous inflatable obstacle

course bounces off on its UK 
summer tour this weekend. 

Yorkshire’s Doncaster Racecourse
is the first stop for Labyrinth 
Challenge. It features 30 sections, a 
mini-course for younger ones and a 
giant air-filled assault course for 
those brave enough to tackle it.

The tour will also take in 
Edinburgh, Ipswich, Coventry, 
Reading, Chepstow in 

Monmouthshire, Surrey’s Kempton 
Park and Brighton.

Tour director Dan Byrne said: “The
new-look Labyrinth provides serious 
fun and excitement, while the 
expanded Village ensures it’s a true 
family outing, with attractions and 
entertainment to keep kids and 
adults entertained all day.”

Tickets for Labyrinth Challenge 
cost from £15 for under-tens and 
from £20 for everybody else.

See thelabyrinthchallenge.com. 

IT’S 30C in THAILAND 
and ten nights’ B&B

at 5H Anantara Hua
Hin Resort is from
£829pp. Book by
June 16 to fly select

dates in September
and October (0207 

001 5268 or travelbag. 
co.uk/thailand).

hot
spot
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lTRAVELLERS heading for
far-flung climes could

find themselves in hot water 
over their medication.

With more of us heading to
exotic countries, such as 
Sri Lanka, holidaymakers are 
being urged to check local 
laws before travelling with 
prescriptions. 

The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
warns they could fall foul of 

strict laws on importing 
medicines. 

It says only a third take 
advice before they travel. 

With half the population of
England alone on prescribed 
medication, around 21million 
people in the UK could be 
risking problems at foreign 
borders if they don’t swot up. 

It also says fewer than one
in five would research rules on 
over-the-counter drugs before 

travelling, despite some cough 
syrups and allergy medication 
being banned in countries 
such as Japan.

The FCO advises contacting
a GP or travel health expert to 
check if medication contains 
controlled drugs, such as 
codeine, and to check its 
travel page for the destination 
country. 

See www.gov.uk/guidance/
foreign-travel-checklist.

GREECE is also 30C, 
where a week’s B&B

at the 3H Hermes
Hotel on Kos is 
from £319pp 
including flights

from East Midlands
on June 29. See 

jet2holidays.com or 
call 0800 408 5594.
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DURHAM:
Enjoy rural
Frosterley
on selected
dates in the

summer.
Three nights’

self-catering at
the Low Bollihope Farm 
chalet is from £50pp based 
on two adults and two 
children sharing. See 
pitchup.com.
MONTENEGRO: Make the 
most of Montenegro with a 
seven-night, room-only stay 
at 4H Magnolia Hotel from 
£406pp, including flights 
from Manchester on July 4. 
See travelrepublic.co.uk or 
call 0208 974 7200.
ABU DHABI: Five nights’ 
B&B at 5H Beach Rotana 
costs from £499pp, flying 
from Heathrow. Book by 
June 14, travel before June 
30. See bestattravel.co.uk 
or call 0203 131 6028.
GUERNSEY: Hop the 
Channel Islands with three 
nights’ B&B at 4H La Villette 
hotel from £475pp, 
including day-trips to Herm 
and Sark, before July 31 at 
channelislandsdirect.co.uk 
or call 0800 029 4598.

ITALY: Summer by stunning 
Lake Como with a nine-day 
coach trip from £499pp, 
including six nights’ all-
inclusive at 3H Hotel 
Bazzoni and three 
excursions. Pick up points 
across the UK. Until end of 
August, book by June 20. 
See shearings.com or call 
0344 874 8220.
MAURITIUS: Relax and 
unwind on the beach with 
seven nights’ half-board at 
5H Outrigger Mauritius 
Beach Resort from 
£1069pp, including flights 
from Glasgow on selected 
dates in June. Book by June 
26. See netflights.com.
SUSSEX: Head to Hastings 
with four nights’ self-
catering at Combe Haven 
Holiday Park from £27.08pp 
based on six sharing. Arrive 
June 25. See haven.com or 
call 0333 202 5250.
PARIS: Do Disneyland with 
four nights’ B&B at 4H 
Vienna House Magic Circus 
Paris and Luton flights on 
June 19 from £293pp. See 
easyjet.com/holidays or call 
0203 499 5232.
MADEIRA: Create 
memories in Madeira with 
seven nights’ B&B at 4H 
Roca Mar Hotel from 
£493pp, including flights 
from Luton on July 2. Book 
at tui.co.uk.

lates
for . . .CLASSIC BRITISH RESORT HAS HAD TRENDY MAKEOVER 

THERE’S a touch of pop queen
Madonna about Torquay.

Ageing, fading star struggles to keep up
with the new kids on the block. What can
she do? Reinvent herself. Become hip again.

And Torquay has pulled it off. It is back
in vogue. It has re-energised attractions for
all the family but also targets trendier
crowds — city couples on weekend breaks in
chic B&Bs and, more than ever, foodies.

Torquay can play on its locally sourced
produce — not just the seafood but regional
breeds of sheep and cattle and wines
produced on the banks of the river Dart.

That means a staggering choice for food
lovers, from picturesque picnic spots to
Michelin-starred fine-dining.

Boutique B&B The 25 is one of Torquay’s
award-winning gems. 

Here, the little things make the difference
— home-made sweet treats, the pillow spray
for a good night’s sleep, high-end toiletries,
a goody bag of water and snacks for the
journey home.

Somehow, owners Andy and Julian Banner-
Price found out it was our anniversary and
left a card and a box of chocs in our room.

In fact, the 25 is now rated ninth best
B&B in the world by TripAdvisor and in
April was crowned Unique B&B Of The
Year at the AA Awards. 

Ten years ago, neither call centre boss
Andy nor IT manager Julian had any expe-

rience in the hos-
pitality trade but
they soon turned
The 25 into a
five-star triumph,
paring back the
ten ordinary, drab
rooms to just six
dazzling ones.

Ours, the Torre
Suite, has black
and white stripes,
a splash of yellow
— and Frank the
zebra in neon
sunglasses to keep
an eye on you.

It is bursting
with tech — an
iPad, three TVs,
including a water-
proof one in the
shower, and Alexa
to adjust the
mood lighting.

The basics are
spot-on too. The
bed is huge and
comfy, the snazzy
bathroom has a
great shower and
in the breakfast is
beautiful.

If you prefer the
full hotel experi-
ence, romantic
Orestone Manor is
perfect.

Bought seven
years ago by Neil
and Catherine
D’Allen, it has

been transformed into an elegant retreat
with a difference — it retains its English
grandeur, with a reconfigured bar celebrat-
ing its links to Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Our room a joyful, stylish, art deco nod to
the 1920s. The bathroom had a walk-in
shower, roll-top freestanding bath and his
and hers sinks. For ultimate romance, the
Garden Suite boasts an enormous four-
poster and a terrace with private Jacuzzi.

Dinner was superb. Scallops with crispy,
miniature chicken wings were a delight, the
crackling with pork belly was the best we
had ever had and the lamb rump in black
garlic sauce was mouthwatering. 

Worth a stay for the food alone, prepare
to be delighted by everything else this
hidden treasure offers.

IAN PICKERING

Torquay...
with all the 
trimmings

IT’S EARNED ITS 
STRIPES . . . 
The popular, 
characterful
25 B&B has 

created 
delightfully 
distinctive

rooms

GRAND . . . the
Orestone 

Manor Hotel is 
the perfect 
venue for a 
romantic 

weekend on 
trhe English 

Riviera

WHAT TO DO

STAYING THERE: Rooms at 
The 25 are from £99 for B&B. 
Call 01803 297517 or visit 
the25.uk. Orestone Manor has 
rooms from £110 (01803 897511 
or see orestonemanor.com).

GO: TORQUAY

!
Explore the marina,
restaurants and

shops. Stop for a pint in 
the 16th century Hole In 
The Wall and take in the 
views from the 180ft 
English Riviera Wheel 
(adults £6, kids £4).

$
Take a ferry along
the coast and 

complete the round trip 
by steam train or bus, or 
head out for a day’s 
deep-sea angling.

%
Anstey’s Cove is a
little gem which

inspired Torquay’s most 
famous resident, 
Agatha Christie.

&
Meet the bird and
sea life at Living

Coasts. The 80-strong 
flock of penguins is a 
delight while wild birds 
thrive under “the 
Hairnet”.

(
Explore nearby 
Babbacombe. Walk

the cliffs or Oddicombe 
beach, try angling or 
scuba diving. Kids will 
love the model village. 


